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~ BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA ...... 
... 
The unemployment rate in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Ma rke t Area (LMA) dec li ned from 2.9 percent in 
November to 2.5 percent in December. The number unempl oyed dropped 100 to 840 in December, while 
resident employment declined from 28,080 to 27, 960. The l ocal unemployment r ate remained lower than the 
State's rate of 3.5 percent and the Nation's rat e of 5.4 percent . Empl oyment i ncre ases in shipbuilding, 
electrical and electronic equipment, paper and alli ed pr oduct s , and seasonal increases in reta i l trade 
offset a decline in government and a sea sonal dr op in co nst r uction. Las t yea r at this time, the 
un employment rctte for the Bath-Brunswi ck LMA was 2. 1 percent, with residen t empl oyment of 25,540 and 
unernpl oyment at 56 0. On December 31, 1987, Congress Sportswear closed i t s Bath fac tory and outlet 
store. According to an article in the Brunswick Ti mes Record on January 15, 1988, the firm has also 
filed for bankruptcy, citing foreign competition and the inabil i ty to compete with shopping malls as the 
reasons for closing. The firm, wh i ch manu factured and sold Maine Guide sportswear, had approximately 15 
employees at the time of its closing. 
BIDDEFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
Resident employment in the Biddeford Labor Market Area dec li ned from the November level of 26,530 to 
25, 930 in December, while the total number unemployed in creased from 620 to 730 during the same period. 
The changes were primarily due to seasonal layoffs i n apparel , l umber and wood products, contract con-
struction, and health services. Although the seasonal downturn i s typical, most displaced job seekers 
have been absorbed by other industries in the area . Resident employment i n the Bi dde ford LMA has moved 
upward steadily throughout the year, showing an overall i ncrease of 3,740 f rom t he 22 j190 level recorded 
in January 1987. 
The unemployment rate al so edged upward between Novembe r and December, from 2. 3 percent to 2. 7 percent . 
Last December the unemployment rate was 4.2 per cent. The current local rate of 2.7 percent remains 
helow the State and national rates of 3.5 perce nt and 5.4 percent , respective ly . 
LEWISTON-AUBURN METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Lewiston -Auburn Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) rose from 4.1 percent 
in November to 4. 5 percent in December. Thi s was the lowest December rate since 1968 . Meanwhile, the 
State's unemployment rate remained at 3. 5 per cent for Decembe r, while the na t ional rate dropped from 5. 6 
percent to 5.4 percent. From November to December , local resident employment rose 100 to 40,300, while 
unemployment rose 200 to 1,900. Employment declines i n foo twear; rubber and mi scellaneous plastics ' 
products; personal services; business services ; automotive r epair, services, and garages; miscellaneous 
services; and seasonal los ses in con s truct ion of fse t inc reases in electrical mac hinery and seasonal 
gains in retail trade. Local economic condi t io ns in the MSA improved in 1987 . Comparing 1986 with 1987 
annual averages in the MSA, the unemployme nt rate dr op ped from 6.9 percent to 5. 4 percent. The numbe r II 
of unemployed declined from 2,800 to 2,200, whil e r eside nt employment increased from 37,500 to 38,700. 
PORTLAND METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Resident employment in the Portland Metropolitan Stat i st ica l Area (MSA } conti nued to move upward from 
126,300 in November to 127,000 in December. Although modest increases i n mos t indu s tries and smaller 
than typical seasonal losses in others con t r ibuted to the overal l strength of t he trend, the increase 
was due primarily to Christmas season empl oyment in who l esale and retail trade as end-of-year sales I 
continued to reflect consumer confide nee in t he MSA economy . Neither the total number unemployed nor 
th e unemployment rate changed betwee n November and December. Unemployment held steady at the November 
level of 2,400, while the unemployment ra te remained at 1.9 percent over the month . The unemployment 
r ate for last December was 2.0 percent. The curren t local rate of 1.9 percent fo r December remained 
wel 1 below both the State and nat i onal rates of 3.5 percen t and 5.4 percent, r espectively. This 
December reflected a different employment situat ion t han those of past winters, whe n seasonal declines 
in manufacturing and contract construction cau sed highe r unemp l oyment levels i n the MSA. Contrary to 
past trends, employers appear to be holdin g workers in place . For example, during winter, unemployment 
associated with contract construction i s trad i t i onally high, but because of the large number of projects 
in progress, or scheduled to begin in 1988, there have been comparatively few job los ses in the indus-
t ry . Work tasks have either shifted indoors for the winter, or new technologies are be ing used to con-
tinue with outside work ordinarily prohibited by cold t emperatures. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
Unemployment in the Rumford Lab or Market Area (LMA) rose from 330 in November to 370 i n December, caus-
i ng the unemployment rate to increase fr om 3.8 percent to 4.1 percent. Layoffs in leathe r and leather 
products, lumber and wood product s , and construction led to an increase in the number unemployed. 
Resi den t employment al so rose , from 8 ,410 i n November to 8,550 in December. Seasonal gains in retail 
t r ade were primarily responsibl e for the i ncrease in employme nt. Last year at this ti me , 520 people 
we re out of work, and the unem ployment ra te was 6.4 percent. In an effort to attract mo r e business, the 
Town of Rumford is attempting t o devel op 88 acres of town-owned land into an industr i al park. According 
t o John Madigan, Town Manager, no fi rms have committed to move to the industrial park, but negotiations 
are continuing. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
Manufacturing employment gain s hel ped to lessen the impact of normal seasonal losses i n the Waterville 
Labo r Market Area in Dec ember. Employment increased in paper and allied products, apparel, lumber and 
wood products, and fo od and ki ndred products. These gains, combined with a seasonal increase i n retail 
trade employment, more than offset seasonal losses in construction, nondomestic services , and agricul-
ture. Resident employment rose fr om 22,700 in Novembe r to 22,920 in December, while the number unem-
ployed rose from 850 to 860. The un employment rate remained unchanged at 3.6 percent. The local 
December unemployment rate wa s jus t above t he s tatewide r ate of 3.5 percent, but well bel ow the national 
rate of 5.4 percent. Last year at this time , t he l ocal unemployment rate was 4.8 percent. 
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CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES 11 
LABOR FORCE_11 RESIDENT EMPLOYED UNEMPLOYMENT UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
AREAS 
Dec. 87 Nov. 87 Dec. 86 Dec. 87 Nov. 87 Dec . 86 [)pr_ 87 
MAINE-Statewide ... . .. . . ..... . . 600.1 601.4 556 .6 578.8 580.4 532.6 21.3 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS 
Bangor MSA ... .. .. ..... . . . . . 43 , 300 43,200 40,600 42 ,000 42,000 38,800 1,300 
Lewiston-Auburn MSA . . . . . . .... 42,200 41, 900 40,200 40,300 40,200 38,000 1, 900 
Portland MSA . . ..... . ........ . 129,400 128,700 119,500 127,000 126,300 117 ,100 2,400 
Porta mouth-Dover-
Rocheater MSA 3/ . . . . . ... . . n/a 131,700 126,200 n/a 129,400 123,200 n/a 
OTHER LABOR MARKETS 
Auguste ... .. . . . . ... 33,580 33,710 31,390 32,440 32 , 590 30,170 1,140 
Beth-Brunswick . . . .. ?fl ,6illJ 28,920 ?6, 100 27, 960 28,080 25,540 720 
Belf111t . . 11,170 10,8BO 10 ,340 10,280 10 ,310 9,500 890 
Biddeford .. 2G,6b0 27, l :iO 24,480 25,930 26 ,5 30 23,440 730 
Boothbay HarborWlacauet l 2, 710 13, mo 11,250 12,240 12,660 10,710 470 
C11l11la-E111tport 14 , 0110 14,?90 12,780 13,010 13,240 11,840 1,030 
Caribou-Presque Isle .... .. . ,'J,2/0 ?3,?10 ?O ,1390 21,550 21, 540 19,290 l, 720 
Central Penobscot . . . . . .... t',HOO 2,HHO 2,610 2,GHO 2,760 2,460 120 
Dover-Foxcroft 6,660 6,&90 6,670 6,390 6,390 6,240 270 
Ellsworth . . . . . . . . . . 22 ,470 ?3,290 20,500 21,330 21,940 19,250 1,140 
Farmington . . .. . . . ' 12 ,500 12, no 12, 120 12,020 11,670 11,470 480 
Fort Kent-Allagash . . . ... . . . .. .. 5,620 5,820 5,300 5,370 5, 480 4, 920 250 
Greenville . . . 1,320 1,310 1,230 1,220 1,250 1,120 100 
Houlton . . . .. 6,010 6, 120 5,680 5,800 5,760 5,320 210 
Kittery-York 3/ . . . . . . . . 30, 380 30,300 28,120 29,990 29 ,970 27,760 390 
Llncoln-Howland . 5,340 5,330 5,160 5, 100 5,120 4,920 240 
Livermore Falls 4,430 4,670 4,390 4, 150 4,320 4,090 280 
Madawaska-Van Buren . J , 760 3,740 3,610 3,430 3,460 3,250 330 
Mllllnocket-E111t Miiiinocket . 4 ,360 4,240 4,220 4,060 4,070 3,970 300 
Norway-Paris . . .. . . . . 12, 100 12,110 11,090 11, 700 11,710 10,590 400 
Pa1ten-l11land Falls . 2,510 2,460 2 ,400 2,340 2,340 2,230 170 
Rockland . . . . . I il, 510 18, 700 16,240 17 , 960 18, 190 15,550 550 
Rumlord . . ..... B,920 8 , 740 8,070 8,550 8 ,4 10 7,550 370 
Sanlord . . .. .. . ·· J 16,600 16,740 15,230 16,160 16,260 14,530 440 
Sebago Lakes Region .. 12,220 12,460 10,990 11, 950 12,160 10,690 270 
Skowhegan . . . . .. . . ... . . 24, 4 70 24,440 22 ,430 23,220 23 , 270 21,040 1,250 
Southweat Penobscot . 10,470 10,500 10, 270 9 ,830 9,860 9,530 640 
Waterville ?3' 7/lO ?J,'iSO ?2 ,860 ?2,920 22, 700 21 , 770 860 
OTHER NEW ENGLAND STATES 
Connecticut n/ a 1,7%.lj 1,777.2 n/a 1,739.8 1,715.9 n/a 
Massachusetts . ... . . . ... 3,0/lj.0 J,085.0 3,055.9 2,993 . 0 3,013.0 2,960 . 5 81.0 
New Hsmpshlre .. . . 593.1 591.3 565.9 580.0 578.0 551.8 13 . 1 
Rhode Island 531.2 530.4 519.7 512 .4 514.0 500 . 2 18.8 
Vermont . . . ... . . . 302.8 297.0 296.8 292 . 2 286 . 8 283.5 10. 7 
NEW ENGLAND STATES .. n/a 6, 901. 6 6, 772 .1 n/a 6,712.0 6,544.5 n/a 
UNITED STATES 41 . L?0,2Ub 120,611 1113,049 113,679 113 ,809 110 588 6.526 
M~ ~A M11IH1pOHlm1 !,tn!1 11ll1. ;1I Aroa 
Note. n/a lrnll cnton ltin1 lho mfom111ti1111 ww1 11rit ,w,1il,1hlo at tln1 !lrn,, ol µrin1in q Employrnnn t and unemployment may not add to labor forco due to roundlnQ 
Footnote, 
JJ t..aho, forco. mnpl1Jyrnor1t . 11 nrl 11n"mployrn,~ri 1 drita for all a mas nr,t <,na~ona lly adjusted. Esti mates made independently for each labor market are a have been benchmarked to and 
o:iir,.,polatod frorn tho Curronl Pop tilalio ri S111v1•y f!'., firn atos Im lt1ti s1ate. All data adjusted to place of residence bas is. Excludes members of the Armed Forces . 
..2J f.:urnu, t anti la !'l f mor1th f louro-1 pr1• lhnlnary yoa, aqo fi,i ,m,., rnvi'ilH1 . 
.JI Klt111ry York,~ the n1ut11 town M,111111 p111tlr1n i i i th o Purt:i:.111t,ultd)cJv~, .Rocho~1or MSA wh ic h includes !owns In hoth Maine and New Hampshire. 
jJ N :11tonal m1 tlm alw1 ha ·.,,,1 on a :i.m,p li • of how,ntiohl vi sit:, . slat,'! PS! irnatos basod on enl i:trQ emcnls o f employment flQures reported. 
lltl SI I IAIA AHi UL VI IOl 'f I J IIY 1111 MAIIII IIIJI II All 01 I Ml'lfJYMI NI SI.CUHIIY IN COOf'l liAIION WITH I HE U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS . 
MA I N E DFPAHTM[NT <J F I \ -n•()l), 
.. ·· -di:, .. : .... ,µ~'":""'" "~"l BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY Division of Economic An1ly1i1 ind R....,ch 
tJnv. 87 [)pr 86 [)pr . 87 '-Inv 87 n.,,- 86 
21.0 24.0 3.5 3.5 4.3 
1,200 1,800 3.0 2.8 4.4 
1, 700 2, 200 4.5 4.1 5. 5 
2,400 2,400 1. 9 1.9 2.0 
2,300 3,000 n/a 1. 7 2.4 
1,120 1,220 3 .4 3. 3 3.9 
840 560 2.5 2.9 2.1 
570 840 8.0 5.2 8.1 
620 1,040 2.7 2.3 4.2 
520 540 3 . 7 3.9 4.8 
1,050 940 7.3 7.3 7.4 
1,670 1,600 7.4 7.2 7.7 
120 150 4.3 4.2 5.7 
300 430 4.1 4. 5 6.4 
1,350 1, 250 5 .1 5.8 6.1 
600 650 3.8 4.9 5.4 
340 380 4.4 5.8 7.2 
60 110 7.6 4.6 8.9 
360 360 3.5 5.9 6.3 
330 360 1.3 1.1 1. J 
210 240 4.5 3.9 4.7 
350 300 6. 3 7.5 6.8 
280 360 8.8 7.5 10.0 
170 250 6.9 4.0 5.9 
400 500 3.3 3.3 4. 5 
120 170 6.8 4.9 7 .1 
510 690 3.0 2.7 4.2 
330 520 4.1 3.8 6.4 
480 700 2. 7 2.9 4.6 
300 JOO 2. 2 2.4 2.7 
1,170 1, 390 5.1 4.8 6.2 
640 740 6.1 6.1 7.2 
850 1,090 3.6 3.6 4.8 
56 . 7 61.3 n/a 3.2 3.4 
72.0 95.4 2.6 2. 3 3.1 
13 .3 14.1 2.2 2.2 2.5 
16.4 19.5 3.5 3.1 3.7 
10 .2 13 .3 3.5 3.4 4.5 
189.6 227.6 n/a 2. 7 3.4 
6.802 7.461 5.4 5.6 6.3 
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DECEMBER 1987 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE STATEWIDE MONTHLY NEWS RELEASE 
A BRIEF ANALYSIS COVERING SELECTED MAINE LABOR MARKET AREAS 
AUGUSTA LABOR MARKET AREA 
Following historical trends, employment dropped slightly in December in the Augusta Labor Market Area. Resident 
employment fell from 32,590 in November to 32,440 in December, while the number unemployed rose slightly to 1,140 
from 1,120. The resultant unemployment rate was 3.4 percent, up from 3.3 percent in November. A year ago the unem-
ployment rate was somewhat higher at 3.9 percent. At that time, 1,220 residents were unemployed, while 30,170 were 
employed. This December the local unemployment rate was lower than both the national rate of 5.4 percent and the 
statewide rate of 3.5 percent. Nonfarm employment levels were mixed, with manufacturing employment advancing and 
nonmanufdcturing employment undergoing seasonal losses. Within manufacturing, gains were recorded in textiles and 
paper and a 11 i ed products. In the non ma nu f acturi ng sector, employment losses in construction and services more than 
offset sedsonal employment gains in retail trade. 
BANGOR METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 3:. 
> 
Resident employment in the 13angor Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) remained unchanged at 42,000 between November Z . 
and December , while unemployment rose slightly from 1,200 to 1,300. The resultant unemployment rate of 3.0 percent 
was 0.2 percentage points above the area's November rate. The December unemployment rate in the Bangor MSA remained ,.,-, 
below both the State and national rates of 3.5 percent and 5.4 percent, respectively. A year ago, 38,800 residents . 
were employed , and 1,800 ·were unemployed . At that time, the unemployment rate stood at 4.4 percent. Between (.I) 
November and December thi s year, employment in manufacturing declined slightly, with losses occurri ng in petroleumr-' ... --1 
and coal products and stone, clay, and glass products. Some improvement occurred in paper and allied products and-.,,.,-> 
leather and leather products. In nonmanufacturing, employment gains in transportation and public utilities, whole- t:0--f 
sale and retail trade, and nondomestic services were not large enough to offset losses in contract construction and ;:or,, 
~ 
~,.... government. 
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BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY 
Division of Economic Analysis and Research 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 21 UNEMPLOYMENT 
STATISTICAL DATA SERIES: CCLF 12-87 
RATE RESIDENT EMPLOYED 
Dec. 87 Nov. 871 Dec. 86 I Dec . 87 Nov. 871 Dec. 86 I Dec. 87 Nov. 871 Dec. 86 I Dec. 87 Nov. 8~ Dec. 86 
ANDROSCOGGIN .. ....... ... ........ I 48,890 I 48,750 I 46,580 2,210 2,080 2,520 4.5 4.3 
AROOSTOOK .... .... ................ I 40,410 I 40,620 I 37,130 2,640 2,740 2,800 6.5 6.7 
CUMBERLAND ....................... I 138,770 I 138,410 I 127 ,730 2,670 2,800 2,500 1.9 2.0 
FRANKLIN ... . . ......... .. ... . .. . 12,500 12,270 12,120 480 600 650 3.8 4.9 
HANCOCK .. . . .. .... ...... . . . ..... . . 22,470 23,290 20,500 1,140 1,350 1,250 5.1 5.8 
KENNEBEC . .. ......... . ... ......... . 55,730 55,640 52,760 1,940 1,920 2,270 3.5 3.5 
KNOX ...... ... .. . .. . ... . . ..... . ... . 16,450 16,630 14,480 480 450 650 2.9 2.7 
LINCOLN .......................... . . 15,310 15,800 13,520 550 590 600 3.6 3.7 
OXFORD .. ... .•. ... .. . . . ...... . .... . 23,330 23,220 21,220 780 750 1,050 3.3 3.2 
PENOBSCOT ... ...... .. ... . ... . .. . 65,700 65,640 62,310 2,590 2,360 3,130 3.9 3.6 
PISCATAQUIS .. ......... . . . 7,980 7,990 7, 910 370 360 540 4.6 4.5 
SAGADAHOC .. . ....... .. ........ . 15,070 15,190 13,720 400 450 300 2.7 3.0 
SOMERSET ....... .. ............ . ... . 24,470 24,440 22,430 1,250 1, 170 1,390 5.1 4.8 
WALDO .......................... , .. 12,430 12,140 11,560 930 610 930 7.5 5.0 
WASHINGTON ..... .... . ...... . . .. .. . 14,040 14,290 12,780 1,030 1,050 940 7.3 7.3 
YORK ..... . . . .. . ... . 86,590 87 ,090 79,860 1,850 1,690 2,520 2.1 1.9 
~ Labor force. emp ioyment. and unemployrne r.t data are not seasonally adJusted. All data are on a place of residence bas,s Merr,bers of the armed forces are excluded . 
g_!_ Current and last month figures preliminary : year ago f igures rev,sed 
THESE DATA ARE DEVEL.OPED BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPL.OYVENT SECURITY IN COOPERATION WITH THE US BUREAU OF LABOP STATISTICS 
5.4 46 ,680 I 46 ,670 I 44 ,060 
7.5 37, 770 I 37 ,880 I 34,330 
2.0 136,100 I 135,610 1125,230 
5.4 12,020 11,670 11,470 
6.1 21,330 21,940 I 19,250 
4.3 53,790 53,720 I 50,490 
4.5 15,970 16,180 I 13,830 
4.4 14,760 15,210 I 12,920 
4.9 22,550 22,470 I 20,110 
5.0 63, 110 63,280 I 59,180 
6.8 7,610 7,630 7,370 
2.2 14,670 14,740 13,420 
6.2 23,220 23,270 I 21,040 
8.0 11,500 11, 530 10,630 
7.4 13,010 13,240 11,840 
3.2 84,740 85,400 77,340 
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